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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal
Officers

On July 24, 2007 the Board of Directors of East West Bancorp, Inc. elected a new director, Mr. Steven P. Erwin.  

Erwin currently serves as Chief Financial Officer of 21st Century Insurance Group, a personal auto insurance
company.  This is a position that he has held since 2006. Erwin has over thirty years of financial and operational
experience in banking and other financial services industries. Prior to 21st Century Insurance Group, Erwin held Chief
Financial Officer positions at some of the nation’s leading companies, including Health Net, Inc. and U.S. Bancorp.
Erwin earned an Executive MBA from the University of Washington and a BS from California State University, Los
Angeles.
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SIGNATURE 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Date: July 25, 2007

EAST WEST BANCORP, INC.

By: /s/ Julia Gouw 
Julia Gouw
Executive Vice President and
Chief Financial Officer
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