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24 January 2008
Number 04/08

BHP BILLITON MITSUBISHI ALLIANCE
NOTIFIES CUSTOMERS OF FORCE MAJEURE

The recent extreme weather across the central Queensland coalfields has impacted production from BHP
Billiton Mitsubishi Alliance (BMA) operations.

While we are continuing to assess the full impact of the weather and achieve a safe resumption of operations, coal
processing and the loading of vessels will be delayed.

As a result, BMA has advised customers that we have declared force majeure.

We will continue to work with our customers and inform them of our return to full operations and production and the
lifting of force majeure.

Further information on BHP Billiton can be found on our Internet site: www.bhpbilliton.com

Australia
Samantha Evans, Media Relations
Tel: +61 3 9609 2898 Mobile: +61 400 693 915
email: Samantha.Evans@bhpbilliton.com

United Kingdom
Andre Liebenberg, Investor Relations
Tel: +44 20 7802 4131 Mobile: +44 7920 236 974
email: Andre.Liebenberg@bhpbilliton.com
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BHP Billiton Limited ABN 49 004 028 077
Registered in Australia
Registered Office: Level 27, 180 Lonsdale Street
Melbourne Victoria 3000
Telephone +61 1300 554 757 Facsimile +61 3 9609 3015

BHP Billiton Plc Registration number 3196209
Registered in England and Wales
Registered Office: Neathouse Place London SW1V 1BH
United Kingdom
Telephone +44 20 7802 4000 Facsimile +44 20 7802 4111

The BHP Billiton Group is headquartered in Australia
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

BHP Billiton Limited and BHP Billiton Plc

Date: 24 January 2008 By: Jane McAloon

Name: Jane McAloon
Title: Group Company Secretary
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