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Text of email communication from David Stevens, President and Chief Executive Officer of Cascade Natural Gas Corporation, to
Cascade employees:

As each of you are aware, we signed a definitive merger agreement with MDU Resources Group, Inc. this month.  The merger is contingent
upon Cascade shareholder approval and various regulatory approvals.  We have been diligently working on these items, but wanted you to know
you should not expect to see much happen for a few months.

We need to call a special meeting of the Cascade shareholders to approve the merger.  As part of that process, the Company needs to prepare and
file a proxy statement explaining the proposed transaction in detail with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) for their review and
approval.  We are hopeful we can file the proxy with the SEC in the next couple of weeks.  We will then work with the SEC to receive their
approval of the proxy.  We will also set a record date for share ownership relating to voting in the Cascade shareholder approval vote. The likely
time frame for a shareholder vote would be during the month of October.

Assuming we receive shareholder approval, MDU will file for approval of the merger with the Washington Utilities and Transportation
Commission (WUTC) and the Oregon Public Utility Commission (OPUC).  These approvals will take a number of months.

Each of us need to remain focused on our day to day jobs and ensuring we continually work to improve Cascade.  If you have any questions,
please submit them as we previously indicated.  Thanks for your continued support.  David

If you are also a shareholder of the company, we urge you to read the proxy statement when it becomes available because it will contain
important information. Investors may obtain free copies of the proxy statement and any other relevant materials (when they are available) at the
SEC�s web site at http://www.sec.gov or by directing a request to:  Corporate Secretary, Cascade Natural Gas Corporation, 222 Fairview Avenue
North, Seattle, Washington, 98109.  Cascade and its directors and executive officers may be deemed to be participants in the solicitation of
proxies from Cascade�s shareholders with respect to the merger. You may obtain information about our executive officers and directors in the
proxy statement for our 2006 annual shareholder meeting, filed with the SEC on January 9, 2006, and in the proxy statement for the merger
when it becomes available.
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